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From the Tearly Meeting al York the 16* of the 
A4 Month 1686. To theſeveral Monthly meetings 
in the ſaid County or elſewhere greeting, Rc. 


Dear Friends, 
E being me? together in the Fear of the Lord, 
W and in his precious truth in which he alone doth 
concern us, for his honour and one anothers good, 
it hach pleaſed him in his wonted Kindneſs to 
break in amongſt us, over ſnadowing us with his glory, and 
filling our Aſſembly with bis living preſence to our * 
incouragement and ſatisſaction, that he is well pleafl 
with this our Scrvice, and doth delight ta dous good, and 
having given us this bleſſed opportunity, peaceably to en- 
joy our meeting in the concerns of the Church i 
tor his Truth and Honour ſake. And hath raiſed among us 
many living Teſtimonies. And we have received ſeveral Te- 
ſtimonics in writing from divers of our Monthly Mectings 
toour great ſatisfaction of the care of Friends on the Truths 
account: Therefore Dearly Beloved Siſters in the pure and 


unchangable love of God, wherewith he loved us , and 


united us, unto himſelf, and one another, Do we Salute 


you and in the truc {reedomeof his on Spirit and Glori 
liberty of lis Sons and Daughters, and heavenly Fellow- 
ſhipot his Goſpel of Light, Life, and pe 

 eularged towards you ; in that which diſtance of Miles 


razes not, for theugh abſent in body yes preſent 22 125 
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ace are Our hearts 
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f and though. we ſee not the Faces one of another yet are 
| Epiſtles written in one anothers hearts, and drink of che 


living Praiſes to him for ever, that hath had regard to 
the low eſtate of his Hand-maids for ibis is his doing, and 
it is Marvelous in our eyes, confidering we were Alians and 
Strangers to him and one to another, ſo ignotant of that 
Service. and duty we now ſee we owe to him, and one to 
another, as we walk inthe Light of that glorious day of 
Reſormation and reſtoration, that he hath cauſed to dawn 
upon us, where he is placing bis ſcrvants and Handmaids, 
in his new Creation to anſwer the end of our Creator, in 
no rages for our Brethren) in ſerving him and one 
another, he leading us on in the line of life, as the holy 

Antients; andin the practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
 Rirring up and provoking one another, to love and good 
| Works, in minding one another to improve the pure gift 
that is in us, So dear Friends, be ye flirred vp to this 
good work of ſerving him, and one another; and ever prefer it 
p fore your own z and give your attendance with dilligence 

in ev. ty of your reſpective Womens Monthly meetings to 
wait upon the Lord for wiſdom that he may open more 
| and more your ſervice and Duty to him, and one another 
' and be ye ordered by him in his own gift which ſerveih 
him acceptably and feckerh one anothers good, In which 
let your enquiries be into the Church affairs and be care- 
ful to · keep under and out all things that may be repugnant 
to truth; diſcouraging the evil, and cheriſhing the good, 
and do t he utmoſt o, your endeavours that nothin 2 
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led amonpſt us but what tends to the Honour and 
true comſort one of another, that our Truth like practiſes. 
gecent good and comly order , and . Government in 
things may beſpeak us tobe of choſe, whom God hath pla- 
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Fountain of love, and plentifully feeds of the Bread of Life, 
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ced as Lights inthe World, and made in ſome meaſure, 2840. 
ſalt on the Earth that in and by all our unſputted Lives 
and godly Converſations, yes and in all our undertakings and 
concerns among thè children of men we may be an Honour 
to God and one anothers Joy : So Friends let none that 
bath put their hand to the Plow draw back, or do the Work 
of the Lord Negligently or with careleſi minds, but in pure 
ar keeping to the light of Chriſt Jeſus that diſcovers the 
Enemy in all his transformings, and ſubtile lying his Baits 
to catch the Simple and beguile the innocent; that if any 
ing Truth be indangered thereby, ſuch may timely 
exhorted; admoniſhed and repruved in Love to their 
Soules: if haply they take Counſel, «ſcape the danger, 
and truth be kept clear, they will have cauſe to bleſs the 
Lord on your account, and both rejoyce in him together 
and if ſome rejea Exhortation and hate to be 2 
tho ſuch periſh in their iniquity, yet the Lord is clear, 

his le will be clear, and their blood be on their awn 
„and Friends let none plead ignorance or inability» 
for the Lord is no hard Maſter, or requireth any thing bur 
what he gives, yet faithfulneſs and abedience he looks for, | 
at all our hands: So dear Siflers give up your ſelves, ac- | 
cording to your ſeveral meaſures as living members of that 
heavenly body, all which have not one and the ſame Othce 
all are ncedfu{ and ſerviceable in our places : where the 
Body Edifſeth it ſelf in Lowe, and every Member ſtrenthens 
confirms end bwilc's up one another in our moſt holy and pre- 
tions Path, and let the time paſt, be ſufficient it any — 
be that yet are 25 Idle in the Market · place, for ĩt is greatly 
needful at this time a day ſuch feel their growing into the 
Service and Vineyard of the Lord as inthe true. Churchof 
Old, we may be coworkers and fellowhelpers iu this ble ſſed 
wotk ; ſo not as the careleſs Daughters of Jernſalew or 
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Joy: There ſore dearly beloved Siſters tir up one arocher 
ard cgcovrage, and travel. for your Younger Women that 
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Women at eaſe in Sion, but as thoſe Women which was 


wiſe in heart, and whoſe hearts ſtirred them up to the work, 
pf the Tabernacle, and as Lidia whoſe beart the Lord opened 
and as Dorcas Concerned in making the Coats and Garments 
for the widdows and Fatherleſi: and as thoſe Women #hat 
wes Labourers in the Goſpel, and as Deborah whoſe heart was 
towards rhe Governours in Iſrael, yet ſhe complained the 
high wayes were unoccupied, till ſhe aroſe a Mother in Iſrael, 
and an Incourager of her people; And truly Friends ma- 
have been che Incouragements we have received from the 
Lord, who hath been with us, and appeared umo us from 
time to time in our Womens Meetings aſſiſting vs with his 
Counſel and ſhewing us his Will, lying upon us, (and ſetting 
before us) the nece ſſity there is for us to be good examples in 
this behalf, not only unto this Generation, but allo to them 
that are yet to come: by an orderly proceed therein. Leavin 
upon record our care and concern in that behalf, that 
the teſlimony of others in former Ages have been ſerviceab 
to us in our day, ours may reach to thoſe that may come 
after us for their help and encouragement. | 
So Friends, fi:ce it hath pleaſed the Lord in his love 


to viſit his Servants and Handmaids as in the days of old, 


and give us a meaſure of his Spirit and a Talent to profic 
withal, let none hide it in the earth, for in the Improve» 
ment of it many have been the renewings of the pure life and 
love of God unto us, whereby our hearts arc inlarged and 
forcificd unto a perſeverance in the performance of Our Foy 

Its 


and we can truly ſay ſor your cncouragement in this be 


Often hath the Lord appeared and ſhed abroad his love in 
our ſail Meetings, / richly rewarding according to our faith- 
fulncis for our ſervice and labour at Love, with Peace and 


they 
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Light, to deceive (iſit were De the very Elec. 
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they may grow in grace and vertue, and in the pure ſ i 
. God ; and receive wiſdom to'rake part, wich Tod | 
of this labour and care; and ſo become ſharers of the riches 
of this reward; · So dear Siſtets in Gods een Fear, Wile 
dom and Counſel, let us go, on, that the weak may bg 
ſtrengthened, the feeble confirmed z the hungry fed, tlie 
naked cloathed, the wounded healed, fo the breaches in 
Sion made up, and the walls of Jergſalem repaired, that 
Sions Beauty may appear to the Nations, and Jernſa/eas 
Glory to the Inhabitants of the earth. And beware of that 
rending,. dividing, ſeparating Spirit, that old encray and 
adverſary of Sions Proſpericy, the breaker of concord, cau · 
ſer of 4 ſcencion and — of the brethren, but let the 
dealings of the Lord never be forgotten by us or raced out 
of our remembrance, but keep with that Power Av ga- 
the red us in the beginning, when we were ſcatte ted here one 
and there one, Enemies to the Lord, and Aliens one to auo- 
ther, he hath reconciledus to himſelf again, and united us 
one to another, where his ble ſſings is multiplyed, and he rc: 
news his mercys as the Mornings, and often becoms the plact 
of our broad rivers; wherein our Soulcs have ſwect 15 ct 
and Heavenly Con. munion wich him, and dne with another 
where the Saints Solemnity is known and they keep Hol) 
Day together, but this Enemy cnvying our happineſs, ans 
takes all occaſions io break our Union and ſeparate us ſrot 
the Lord again, and one from another, and to lie waſte th 
work, by ſtirring up wie ked Inflrumcnts with refle ctious an 
bitter Charges on thoſe concerned therein, diſturbing an 
diſcourageing, and that ſometimes in pretence of pleadir 
Liberty for tender Conſcience, calling it Impoſition at 
Formes, ſo Subtlely transforming himſelſe as into an Angel 
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Friends in che Elect feed our ſafety is; where we cant 
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be deccived, whatſoever his pretence be, we ſce his end 
is that he may go looſe and unreproved z to enſnare the ſim- 
bar and berray the Innocent, and fo bring in Floods of con- 
fuſion and diſorders to the diſhonour of God and grief of his 
People; the Lord rebuke bis is our Prayers 3 and keep us 
near and dear unto himſelf and one to another, and Tealous 
for his Truth, and as the Valliants ot Fel who each kept 
their Sword girded upon their thigh, and as the Arcient 
Jews which built the walls of Jer»ſa/ew carrying on the work 
wich one hand and held their Weapon in the other, tho 
then the ſubtile one'wrought miſteriouſiy ſomerimes ſcoffing 
at the feebleneſs of thoſe imployed, divers waycs ſought to 
flop the work then, and to cauſe the weak to fear it might 
prove to their greater bondage; it is the very ſame at this 
day, God Almighty preſerve us is the trave} of our Spirits 
ind keep our fighr clear, and give us wiſdome make us 
5 undaunted - as Jae, to pnt our hand to the work 
A ſmiting I/raels enemy, that the Church may have reſt 
ind Songs of Triumph as in Deborahs daycs So dear Siſters 
ve recommend you to the pure gilt of God in every con- 
cience; and rommji you to the Word of bis grace, which will 
eep both you arid us, as we are ſubject thereto; in true In- 
ocency, and right ſimpliciry and heavenly unity which is 
mable at this day as ever it was in the dayes of Old, when 
ighely compared to the dew of Hermon where the Morning 
tars ftill ſing together, and the Saints do ſhout ſor Joy, where 
be voice of thanksgiving and Melody is heard, and a heaven- 
harmony kept ; and here is no Jarr. Praiſes unto the Lord 
1 God, who over all is worthy, for cver and every, Aen. 


258E60 


It is deſred that this Epiſtle may be Read in your fſereral 
'd particular Meetings. 
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